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Promoting Mutual Respect Between Jewish and Arab Youth in the Gilboa Region
The project is implemented with the support of The Jewish Agency for Israel and the Gilboa regional office.

This project’s goal is to promote understanding and positive communication between the students and teachers of the Arab school Ort Ahva Naura and the Jewish school Amal Emek Harod. In the course of the project, the students and teaching staff acquired respectful, assertive and empathic dialogue skills, based on the Nonviolent CommunicationSM model. The teachers were also trained in the application of Respectful Authority, developed by Education for Life, which enables the expression of respectful authoritative messages and the definition of boundaries while retaining the spirit of nonviolence. The teachers practiced these skills in workshops, and engaged their classes in educational activities built to help them internalize and practice the model.

In the final stage, the students participated in Open Space processes and planned joint projects for the well-being of their region.

The ninth graders organized a fun day for Arab and Jewish children hospitalized at Emek hospital. The children initiated, planned and executed the activities themselves and of their own accord.

The eighth graders interviewed people about living together in peace. They also made banners and stickers reading “Living together is possible” in Hebrew and Arabic, and distributed them at the state cup finals in soccer between the Bnei Sahnin (Arab) and Hapoel Haifa (Jewish) soccer teams. Here, too, the children were the ones who initiated, planned and executed the activities.

In light of the success and wonderful reports on part of children and teachers alike, the project is continuing this year, adding more children to the process, and training children in basic skills of Nonviolent Communication so they can peer train others.
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