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Valuing Unity and Diversity in Jerusalem’s Jewish Society
The project is implemented in partnership with the UJA - Federation of New York   

This project’s goal is to promote understanding and respect for diversity among secular, national-religious and orthodox teachers and rabbis living in Jerusalem, and, as a result, improving the mutual acceptance in schools for the short and long run.

In the project’s first year, the participants were Dugma Uziel School and Rene Kasen Middle School, as well as groups of Haredi teachers and rabbies.

The participants acquired respectful, assertive and empathic dialogue skills, based on the Nonviolent CommunicationSM model. The teachers were also trained in the application of Respectful Authority, developed by Education for Life, which enables the expression of respectful authoritative messages and the definition of boundaries while retaining the spirit of nonviolence.

Along with the coaching, the teachers participated in skill and application workshops, and led educational activities in the classroom with the goal of imparting and using the model.

In the project’s second stage, the teachers of different backgrounds came together to learn Human Dynamics , a methodology helpful in connecting individuals and groups of different backgrounds, through learning universal processes common to people of all backgrounds.

The atmosphere and communication in both schools changed significantly, and a mutual curiosity developed between the different sectors, increasing as the process progressed and becoming respect, appreciation and mutual learning. This development brought new learnings and new goals for the continuation of the project. We have received requests from this year’s participants as well as people who weren’t part of it, but witnessed the results, for participation in the project next year. The combined groups shared support and mutual counseling, and felt it gave them so much they requested next year’s project to allow them to continue the communication and exchange of professional advice and ideas.

Due to the request, the project has been extended, and now includes more participants from the three sectors.
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